
e n v i r o n m e n te n v i r o n m e n t

The Forest Stewardship Council (www.fscus.org) offers Chain-of-Custody 
(COC) certifi cation for forest products manufactured and marketed in compli-
ance with FSC policies. What is COC certifi cation? It’s a tracked path taken 

by raw materials harvested from FSC-certifi ed sources through processing, manufac-
turing, distribution, and printing until they become a product ready for sale to the 
end consumer.

According to FSC, COC certifi cation allows the consumer to choose products 
that provide an assurance of social and environmental responsibility on the part of 
the producer. FSC does not conduct COC certifi cations itself – it accredits inde-
pendent, third-party auditors to handle that task. Although the accredited certifi ers 
assess companies based on FSC’s policies for COC, each certifi er uses its own 
evaluation process. FSC says it developed this process so it could remain outside the 
certifi cation assessment process and maintain the integrity of its policies.

Chain-of-Custody
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e n v i r o n m e n t

Not every company that sells FSC-certifi ed products is required to obtain COC 
certifi cation. Retailers that resell FSC-certifi ed products without changing them or 
their packaging in any way do not need COC certifi cation. However, if the retailer 
intends to change the packaging or remanufacture the material, COC certifi cation is 
required for those products to be sold as FSC-certifi ed.

If a contractor is using FSC-certifi ed products in a construction project that will 
be LEED-certifi ed, the contractor does not need COC certifi cation. However, the 
lumberyard supplying the products to the contractor is required to obtain COC cer-
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A FSC-certifi ed forest in 
Mexico. Photo courtesy of 

Forest Stewardship Council.
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tifi cation. The lumber supplier will provide a FSC-COC number for the products on 
the invoice, which will be necessary as documentation for the LEED certifi cation.

How does a company become certifi ed? First, contact a FSC-accredited certifi er 
and submit an application for COC certifi cation. (A list of certifi ers is available at 
www.fscus.org.) An inspector from the certifying fi rm will visit the applicant’s manu-
facturing site to determine that appropriate systems are in place for tracking certifi ed 
inventory. The certifi er’s assessment will be provided to the applicant and both 
parties will sign a contract agreeing to the terms of the assessment. Certifi cation is 
then granted. Every year, certifi ed fi rms are audited to ensure their compliance with 
the certifi cation agreement, and short-notice inspections may also be done by the 
certifi er.

The following Woodwork Institute members manufacture/distribute FSC-certifi ed 
products or use FSC-certifi ed materials; most of them also offer other environmen-
tally-friendly products.
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e n v i r o n m e n te n v i r o n m e n t

Advanced Lab Concepts  
Manufacturing

Irvine, CA
(949) 465-1888
fax (949) 465-1899
www.alc-corp.com
FSC-certified laboratory grade case-
work and custom millwork

Architectural Forest Products
Las Vegas, NV
(702) 248-3600
fax (702) 248-2455
www.afpinc.net
FSC-certified veneers

Columbia Forest Products, Inc.
Portland, OR
(503) 224-5300
fax (503) 224-5294
www.columbiaforestproducts.com
FSC-certified particleboard, veneers, 
medium-density fiberboard, and hard-
wood plywood

The Cutting Edge Wood  
Technology, Inc.

Anaheim, CA
(714) 630-9462
fax (714) 630-9482
Cabinet doors constructed of  
FSC-certified products

Eggers Industries, Inc.
Two Rivers, WI
(920) 793-1351
fax (920) 793-2958
www.eggersindustries.com
FSC-certified wood doors

Exotic Hardwoods & Veneers, Inc.
Oakland, CA
(510) 436-5702
fax (510) 436-8610
www.exotichardwoods.com
FSC-certified veneers

Lane-Stanton-Vance Lumber Co.
City of Industry, CA
(626) 968-8331
fax (626) 336-4460
www.lsvlumber.com
FSC-certified hardwood plywood and 
hardwood lumber

Marshfield DoorSystems, Inc.
Burlingame, CA
(650) 579-5829
fax (650) 579-5577
www.marshfielddoors.com
FSC-certified stave core doors

Panel Source International Inc.
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Panel Source International Inc.
St. Albert, Alberta, Canada
(877) 464-7246
fax (780) 419-2345
www.panelsource.net
FSC-certified sheathing and flooring 
panels, concrete forming plywood, 
hardwood and softwood plywood, fire-
retardant panels, particleboard, and 
medium-density fiberboard.

Roseburg Forest Products
Roseburg, OR
(916) 782-7625
fax (916) 782-7602
www.rfpco.com
FSC-certified hardwood plywood, 
exterior plywood with smooth-sanded 
surface, and plywood underlayment for 
resilient floor coverings

States Industries, Inc.
Eugene, OR
(541) 688-7871
fax (541) 689-8051
www.statesind.com
FSC-certified veneered panels and 
hardwood plywood

Vancouver Door Co., Inc.
Puyallup, WA
(800) 999-3667
fax (253) 845-3364
www.vancouverdoorco.com
FSC-certified stave lumber core and 
veneers

VT Industries, Inc.
Holstein, IA
(712) 368-4381
fax (712) 368-4667
www.vtindustries.com
FSC-certified stave lumber core and 
veneers

Western Oregon Door
Winston, OR
(541) 679-6791
fax (541) 679-5063
FSC-certified architectural flush doors

Westmark Products, Inc.
Tacoma, WA
(253) 531-3470
fax (253) 536-0156
www.westmarkproducts.com
FSC-certified casework 

VT Industries, Inc.
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There are other environmental certification programs besides the For-
est Stewardship Council’s Chain of Custody program, which can create 
some confusion for companies that want to offer environmentally-friendly 

products or pursue an environmental certification. According to the U.S. Green 
Building Council, FSC is used in LEED requirements because “the LEED devel-
opment committees believe that FSC is currently the most comprehensive” 
(according to the LEED website ‘frequently asked questions’). However, there 
are organizations that can certify a variety of other attributes in products, such as 
recycled content, VOC content, and environmentally-friendlier alternatives.

Other certifying programs include:

Scientific Certification Systems
(510) 452-8007
www.scscertified.com
Certifies forests, forest products, and 
manufacturers and distributors of forest 
products. FSC certifier.

Smartwood
(802) 434-5491
www.smartwood.org
Certifies forests, forest products, and 
manufacturers and distributors of forest 
products. FSC certifier.

Sustainable Forestry Initiative
(800) 878-8878
www.aboutsfi.org
Certifies forests and forest products. See 
article on p. __.

Tropical Forest Foundation
(703) 518-8834
www.tropicalforestfoundation.org
Nongovernmental organization that 
teaches sustainable tropical forest man-
agement in lieu of certification.

Green Seal
(202) 872-6400
www.greenseal.org
Certifies environmentally-preferable 
products.

Green Guard
(800) 427-9681
www.greenguard.org
Certifies low-emitting interior products 
and building materials.

Carpet & Rug Institute
(800) 882-8846
www.carpet-rug.org
Certifies low-emitting carpet, adhesives, 
and cushion.

ISO 14001
iso14000@iso14000-iso14001-
environmental-management.com
www. iso14000-iso14001-
environmental-management.com
Provides a series of international stan-
dards on environmental management, 
which can be certified by a third party.

Certification Alternatives

e n v i r o n m e n t

■  Manual of Millwork
 The definitive resource  

for Woodwork Institute 
standards

■  Quality control 
options

 Ensuring your projects 
meet your expectations

■  Continuing education 
credits

 Enabling you to 
satisfy your education 
requirements

■  Engineering 
consultations

 Helping you make your 
design a reality

Architects 
& Designers

Did you know that 
Woodwork Institute  

offers you  
these benefits at no 

charge to you?

WOODWORK INSTITUTE
PO BOX 980247

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95798-0247
(916) 372-9943

FAX (916) 372-9950

To find out how  
Woodwork Institute can  
give you a competitive  

advantage,  
contact our Administrative  

Office or visit the  
Web site at  

www.woodworkinstitute.com
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